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Refuting a Doubt Concerning Rebellions 

 

Translated by: Akram An-Najdee 

 

Defense against the doubt concerning the rebellion of Ibn Az-Zubayr and Al-

Hussayn 

By Shaykh Abee Furayhaan Jamaal bin Furayhaan Al-Haarithee -hafidhahullaah- 

In the name of Allaah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 

All praise is due to Allaah, the Lord of all the worlds, and may the Salaat and the Salaam 

of Allaah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and upon his family and all of his 

companions. 

This is the refutation of this doubt that has become widespread, and it is that Al-Hussayn 

bin 'Alee -radhiallaahu 'anhu wa ardhaah- rebelled against Yazeed bin Mu'aawiyyah - 

rahimahullaah-. In addition to this doubt is the doubt of the rebellion of 'Abdullaah bin 

Az-Zubayr -radhiallaahu anhu- against Al-Hajjaaj. Likewise there is the doubt of the 

rebellion of bin Al-Ash'ath. These doubts upon doubts strengthen each other and the 

people of desires fly off with them. However, Ahlus Sunnah blew it out of its roots with 

the Book and the Sunnah and the statements of the people of knowledge who are firm 

upon it. 
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So I say, and with Allaah is Tawfeeq, tonight, Tuesday the 28th night of the month of 

Safar in the year 1432H which corresponds to the 1st of February, 2011: 

This doubt is very strong and the people of knowledge of the past and present have 

spoken about it and we want our brothers that don't stop upon the statements of the 

people of knowledge in their refutation of this doubt, to stop upon it and let it be a chain 

and strength to stop in front of the people of innovations and desires. 

The refutation of this doubt is from different ways, and I shall summarize it with what I 

am able: 

The first way: That we are ordered in the situation of differing to return the matter to the 

Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger - salallaahu alaihi wa salam- when 

Allaah -subhaanahu wa ta'aala- said: 

"O you who believe, obey Allaah and obey the Messenger and those in authority 

over you. If you differ in something then refer it back to Allaah and His Messenger 

if you believe in Allaah and the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final 

determination." (Surat An-Nisaa: 59) 

This matter, whenever we differ then we refer our difference back to the Book and the 

Sunnah. What did the Book and the Sunnah say? The Sunnah has come with Ahaadeeth 

(narrations). Tens of narrations (ahadeeth) speak about the prohibition of rebellion 

against the ruler of the Muslims whether he is oppressive and if he is evil and if he is a 

sinner and if he eats your wealth and if he beats your back, listen and obey! The ahadeeth 

(narrations) with this meaning are many so look to them (their references). 

The second way: This is the Fitnah (trials), and it is the unclear statements, and to take 

the clear statements is foremost and obligatory in the times of Fitnah and other than it. 

The order with not rebelling against the Muslim ruler is the foundation that has come in 

the legislated texts, and it is the statement of the people of knowledge who are steadfast. 
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As for rebelling against the leader then it is from an individual Ijtihaad (deduced ruling 

based on textual evidence) and it is from the unclear things. The unclear statements are 

not followed except by deviance, corruption, and desires. Allaah -ta'aala- says: 

"So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from the truth) they follow that 

which is not entirely clear thereof, seeking Al-Fitnah (trials, etc.), and seeking for its 

hidden meanings, but none knows its hidden meanings save Allah. And those who 

are firmly grounded in knowledge say: "We believe in it; the whole of it (clear and 

unclear Verses) are from our Lord."" (Surat Aal-'Imraan: 7) 

And the Hadeeth which is agreed upon (meaning reported by Muslim and Bukhaaree) 

from 'Aa'ishah -radhiallaahu anhaa- who said: 

((The Prophet -salallaahu alaihi wa salam- recited the verse: "It is He Who has sent 

down to you (Muhammad) the Book (this Qur'an). In it are Verses that are entirely 

clear, they are the foundations of the Book [and those are the Verses of Al-Ahkam 

(commandments, etc.), Al-Fara'id (obligatory duties) and Al-Hudud (legal laws for 

the punishment of thieves, adulterers, etc.)]; and others not entirely clear. So as for 

those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from the truth) they follow that which is 

not entirely clear thereof, seeking Al-Fitnah (polytheism and trials, etc.), and 

seeking for its hidden meanings, but none knows its hidden meanings save Allah. 

And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say: "We believe in it; the whole 

of it (clear and unclear Verses) are from our Lord." And none receive admonition 

except men of understanding." She said, the Prophet-salallaahu alaihi wa salam- said: 

So if you see those who follow what is unclear from it then they are those whom Allaah 

has mentioned so be warned from them)) 

So whoever abandons the clear affirmed texts reported about the prohibition of rebelling 

against the Muslim leader, whether it is from his oppression, corruption, and sins, and 

holds on to the unclear statements or with the action of a single one of the Salaf, whether 
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or not his differing opposes the majority of the Ummah (nation). For holding on to the 

unclear statements or actions of a single one of the Salaf with opposition from the 

majority of the Ummah to him is from those whom Allaah -ta'aala- has mentioned them 

and the Prophet -salallaahu alaihi wa salam- clarified their situation in the previously 

mentioned Hadeeth. He warned us from them and their way, and they are those who have 

a predisposition against the Truth and a deviation from it in their hearts. 

So the ahadeeth that have been reported upon the Prophet -salallaahu aalihi wa salam - 

are clear, affirmed, and numerous, very numerous. From that is his -salallaahu aalihi wa 

salam- statement in the hadeeth reported by Al-Bukhaaree and other than him: 

((Whoever sees something from his leader that he hates, then he should be patient.)) 

He did not say that he should rebel.  

((Whoever splits from the Jamaa'ah and dies, then his death is the death of Jaahiliyyah 

(pre-Islaamic ignorance).)) 

He -salallaahu alaihi wa salam- said: 

((After I die, you will come across (harmful) effects.)) Meaning that you will be affected 

by wealth, stature, and prestige for you. He said: 

((Be patient until you meet me at the Hawdh (pond).)) Agreed upon.  

Also what refutes them: this Hadeeth of Hudhayfah bin Al-Yamaan -radhiallaahu anhu-:  

((I said: Messenger of Allah, no doubt, we had an evil time (i. e. the days of Jahiliyya or 

ignorance) and God brought us a good time (i. e. Islamic period) through which we are 

now living Will there be a bad time after this good time? He (the Prophet) said: Yes. I 

said: Will there be a good time after this bad time? He said: Yes. I said: Will there be a 

bad time after good time? He said: Yes. I said: How? Whereupon he said: There will be 
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leaders who will not be led by my guidance and who will not adopt my ways? There will 

be among them men who will have the hearts of devils in the bodies of human beings. I 

said: What should I do. Messenger of Allah, if I (happen) to live in that time? He replied: 

You will listen to the leader and carry out his orders; even if your back is flogged and 

your wealth is snatched, you should listen and obey.)) Reported by Muslim. 

The third way: That Al-Hussayn -radhiallaahu anhu- and Ibn Az-Zubayr - 

rahimahullaah- interpreted and deduced (scholarly deduction) without adopting the sin 

(involved), and their interpretation is not an interpretation of the ignorant khawaarij 

(rebels) that rebelled against the best of the people, the Sahaabah. Rather they strove hard 

(in arriving at the conclusion) and thought that the Truth is with them, so they are 

between two types of men as it comes in the hadeeth from 'Amro bin Al-'Aas that he 

heard from the Prophet -salallaahu alaihi wa salam saying: 

((If a judge rules and he strives hard (in deriving the rule) and he is correct then he 

receives two rewards. If he rules and strives hard (in deriving the rule) and errs then he 

has one reward.)) Agreed upon. 

The fourth way: The situations are summarized so that I do not delay you, may Allaah 

bless you all.  

That the rebellion of Al-Husayn was for the reason that the people wrote to him and then 

Muslim bin 'Aqeel, and he is the nephew (son of his brother) of Al-Husayn -radhiallaahu 

'anhum Jamee'an- took the Bay'ah (allegiance) to him. The letters came to him one after 

another until one of the last of the letters that came said:  

"In the Name of Allaah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. To Al-Husayn bin 'Alee 

from the group (shee'ah) of his father, the leader of the believers, to proceed:  

Indeed the people are waiting for you and they will not look to anyone other than you, so 

come quickly." 
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And a letter came to him saying:  

"The people of Koofah write to Al-Husayn saying: we do not have a leader, so accept (the 

offer), perhaps Allaah will unite us under you upon the Truth." 

So these letters which came one after the other to Al-Husayn explained that they did not 

have a leader, and this is what he believed in regarding those people, that they did not 

have a leader and they weren't accepted by Yazeed. So he went due to this reason. With 

this deduction we proceed to... 

The fifth way: That is that the Sahaabah -radhiallaahu 'anhumaa ajma'een- differed with 

both Ibn Az-Zubayr and Al-Husayn - radhiallaahu 'anhu-. The major (kibaar) Sahaabah 

opposed them, and the major taabi'een (students of the Sahaabah) differed with them and 

denounced Ibn Al-Ash'ath as well. Al-Bukhaaree reported in his Saheeh, reporting it to 

Naafi' who said:  

((When the people of Madeenah separated from Yazeed bin Mu'aawiyyah, Ibn 'Umar and 

his children gathered together and he said, "I heard the Messenger of Allaah - salallaahu 

alaihi wa salam- saying: 'Every treacherous person will be given a raised banner on the 

Day of Resurrection...' And we have given allegiance to this man (meaning Yazeed bin 

Mu'aawiyyah) upon the allegiance of Allaah and His Messenger. And I do not know 

anything more treacherous than the one who gives allegiance to a person upon the 

allegiance of Allaah and His Messenger and then betrays him with fighting him, and I do 

not know anyone from you who separated from him and no allegiance in this matter 

except that there is a decisive criterion between me and him."))  

Shaykh al-Islaam bin Taymiyyah -rahimahullaah- said: 

((When Al-Hussayn -radhiallaahu anhu- wanted to leave to the people of Iraq when they 

wrote to him many times, the most honorable from the people of knowledge and the 
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religion, such as Ibn „Umar, Ibn „Abbaas, and Abee Bakr bin „Abdur-Rahmaan bin Al-

Haarith ibn Hishaam, advised him not to rebel“)) 

Al-Haafidh ibn Katheer -rahimahullaah – mentioned in his book, Al-Bidaayah wan-

Nihaayah, about the fighting of the people of Madeenah with Yazeed: 

((And „Abdullaah bin „Umar bin Al-Khattaab and a group of the Ahlul Bayt an-

Nubuwwah (Prophet‟s household) who did not invalidate their covenant did not pledge 

allegiance to any specific person after pledging allegiance to Yazeed.)) 

He also mentioned in another part speaking about the rebellion of Al-Husayn: 

((When the people sensed his leaving (to „Iraaq) they had compassion for him for that, 

and they warned him from it, and they pointed to those who had the opinion with them, 

and love for him, that he does not go out to „Iraaq, and they ordered him to stay in 

Makkah, and they reminded him about what occurred with his father and brother with 

them (the people of „Iraaq).)) 

This is ‘Abdullaah bin ‘Abbaas who said:  

((Al-Husayn bin „Alee consulted me about leaving and I said: If it wasn‟t for the strength 

of the people over me and you, I would thrust my hand on your head and not let you 

leave.)) 

And this is also ‘Abdullaah bin ‘Amro bin Al-‘Aas who regretfully said: 

((Husayn –radhiallaahu anhu - was hasty in his affair, by Allaah if I had reached him I 

would not have let him go out except if he overpowered me.)) 

And this is also Aboo Sa’eed Al-Khudree who said similar to that or close to that. And 

this is ‘Abdullaah bin Mutee’ al-‘Adawee –radhiallaahu anhu-, all of them censured Al-
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Husayn and they used to advise him and used to be severe except that the Qadr of Allaah 

had been completed in that.   

The sixth way:  That this fitnah (trials) or rebellion against Al-Hajjaaj, as has been 

mentioned by more than one from the people of knowledge, was not due to Fisq 

(transgressions). Rather, it was because due to disbelief for those who saw rebellion 

against him to be permitted, just as An-Nawawee mentioned in his explanation of Muslim 

(Saheeh Muslim): 

((Their standing against Al-Hajjaaj was not due to transgression; rather it was because 

he changed the legislation and manifested disbelief.)) 

The seventh way: That the rebellion with some of the Salaf was a matter of Ijtihaad 

(scholarly deduction), and due to this it used to be said about some of them that the sword 

was permitted and then consensus emerged – specifically, the consensus of the Muslims, 

Ahlus Sunnah-. After that, the consensus emerged prohibiting rebellion against the ruler 

except in the situation that there is a clear disbelief (kufr bawaah) only and with 

conditions and rules as well. Not every type of disbelief warrants rebellion or every 

person that you see disbelief from we rebel against him, no.  

Al-Haafidh ibn Hajar said: 

((They used to say that he saw the permissibility of the sword, meaning: that he saw 

permissibility in rebellion with the sword against the corrupt rulers, and this is the old 

madhhab (way) of the Salaf (meaning: previously). However the matter emerged to 

abandoning that when they saw it leads to what is worse than him, so during the event of 

Al-Hurrah and the event of Ibn Al-Ash‟ath and other than them it is an exhortation to 

those who contemplate.)) 

An-Nawawee –rahimahullaah- also reported from Al-Qaadhee ‘Iyyaadh who said: 
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((It‟s said that this difference (of opinion) was earlier, and then there came consensus 

upon the prohibition of rebellion against them.)) 

Due to this Shaykh al-Islaam bin Taymiyyah said in his book, Minhaaj as-Sunnah an-

Nubuwwah in criticism of the Shee’ah and the Qadariyyah, in the fourth volume: 

((And due to this it became a norm for Ahlus Sunnah to abandon fighting in the Fitnah 

due to the authentic narrations which are affirmed from the Prophet -salallaahu alaihi 

wa salam- and they started mentioning that in their beliefs (meaning, books of belief) and 

they ordered with patience upon the tyrannical rulers and abandoning fighting them, 

even though the fighting in the Fitnah was done by many of the people of knowledge and 

religion))  

So preserve this, may Allaah bless you. 

I ask Allaah – Subhaanahu wa Ta’aala- to make myself and you from those who when 

they hear the statements, they follow the best of it. And do not give me a ruling about the 

last comment that this is the fitnah that has occurred during the time of Al-Husayn with 

Yazeed and Ibn az-Zubayr, all of this does not correctly apply as evidence, and it is not 

correct to use it as evidence over these authentic ahadeeth (narrations) and speech of the 

Prophet –salallaahu alaihi wa salam-. If there is a statement for the Sahabah that stops 

with them, and a Hadeeth of the Prophet –salallaahu alaihi wa salam- comes to us, with 

affirmation that it is from him, then the speech of the Prophet –salallaahu alaihi wa 

salam- takes precedence.  

So how is it that there is no evidence for the permissibility of rebellion? 

I add to that the consensus of Ahlus Sunnah in denouncing rebellion upon those who 

rebelled against the leader, righteous or corrupt.  
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In addition to that Al-Husayn –radhiallaahu ‘anhu wa ardhaahu- did not fight Yazeed and 

did not leave to go fight him anyway. He left to ‘Iraaq to those who gave him allegiance 

and wrote to him, and Yazeed was in Shaam (Jordan, Palestine, Syria, etc). On the way 

Al-Husayn returned and gave them three choices. He said: 

((You can either leave me to return, or you can take me to Yazeed, or you can leave me to 

go to a border town (or port).)) 

And they refused until they fought him and the story is long and I do not want to talk 

about his killing. So they killed him and he was constrained with few of his family 

members.  

May Allaah bless all of you, and may the Salaat and the Salaam be upon our Prophet 

Muhammad and upon all his family and companions.  
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